This paper examines the presence and distribution of plastic particles in waters off the NW Spanish Atlantic coast. A pilot sampling program was initiated in 2013 to study the presence of plastic particles in surface waters. A total of 41 neuston samples were collected using a manta trawl fitted with a 333 μm mesh (21 samples in 2013 and 20 samples in 2014). Several types of plastic particles were observed in 95% of the stations. A total of 1463 plastic microparticles (<5 mm; mps) and 208 mesoparticles (>5 mm and <20 mm; MPS) were counted. Average concentrations recorded were 0.034 ± 0.032 and 0.176 ± 0.278 mps m−2 and 0.005 ± 0.005 and 0.028 ± 0.043 MPS m−2, respectively for 2013 and 2014.
Introduction 27 28
The ubiquity of plastics in the marine environment and biota from across the 29 globe has highlighted the prevalence of this type of pollution within our oceans. Ever 30 since the mid-1990s, the global production of plastics has been accompanied by an 31 accumulation of plastic litter in the marine environment (Derraik, 2002) . The massive 32 accumulation of plastics in the marine environment has recently been recognised as a 
61
The main goal of this pilot program was to study the distribution of plastics for 62 the first time in surface waters of the NW Spanish Atlantic coast. Two different periods
63
(spring 2013 and 2014) and two size ranges (<5 mm, microplastics and >5 mm and <20 64 mm, mesoplastics) were considered, in order to comply with the MSFD requirements.
65
The study was carried out during a regular fish stock survey conducted in spring 66 (PELACUS). Data on weight of plastic particles were also collected. Seawater samples for plastic particles are mostly collected using nets (see e.g. and weather permitting, whenever ship was available.
147
Nets were rinsed to collect all debris stuck to the mesh prior to their transfer into jars.
148
Samples were then reduced to 0.10 L and fixed in 2.5% formalin. They were stored in a 
167
After counting particles, the contents of the Petri dishes (<5 mm and >5 mm) 168 were placed in an oven at 50º C for 24 hours. They were then transferred to an 169 aluminium cup (tared) using a spatula, weighed (accuracy: 0.1 mg) and stored in two 170 tubes (<5 mm and >5 mm) prior to subsequent storage for physico-chemical analyses.
171
The presence of microplastics and mesoplastics is expressed as number (or weight) and 
245
The average presence of plastics in our study (~95% of collected samples) tallies Atlantic than the one sampled in our study.
285
On the subject of mesoplastics, it is important to note that large items were 
299
It is important to note that most particles were smaller than 5 mm and that the 300 average proportion (number-wise) was similar during both years; 88% of total plastic 
